FGDC.cov

FEDERAL GEOGRAPHIC DATA COMMITTEE

2022 Lead Covered Agency
NGDA Theme Annual Performance Report

and Self-Assessment
for

Land Use - Land Cover Theme

Geospatial Data Act of 2018
Section USC 43 Sec 2805(b)(3) Requirements

February 4, 2023




Table of Contents

TabIE OFf CONEENES «.ceneeie ettt et et ettt et e e et e e e e et e e eb e e et e eenaeeeens i
Fg1 A geTe [UTo1 4 o] FUU OO P OP PP PR OPR PP 1
X CULIVE QUMY ..o i e ettt e et et et et e e e e e e et et e e e et aae e e e eenenenenees 1
Official Theme Related INformation...... ... e 2
NGDA Theme PoiNts Of CONTACE. .....uuiiineiie ittt et e et e e e eees 2
NG DA ThEmME DataSETS. ... eeeueiii ittt ettt ettt ettt ettt e et et e et e et e e eb e e et e eeta e eeneeerneeens 3
Meeting General Responsibilities — USC 43 Sec 2805(b)(2) .. cuvvveiniiniieiei e, 4
Managing Theme-Related Content on GeoPlatform...........cooviiiiiii i, 4
Land Use - Land Cover Theme Progress Towards Meeting Requirements ...........c.coovveeiviiieiieiineinnnnnnns 5
2= Tol ¢4 o 1H o o SRR 5
A. Geospatial Data Standards...........iuiiiiii e 5

B. Nationwide Population of the Data ThemE........ccuiiiiiiiiiii e 7

C. Establish Goals That Support the NSDI Strategic Plan..........ccoveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieceee e, 9

D. AdAressing USEr NEEAS ......vuiieiiieieie et e e e e et e et e et e et e et e e e eae e esnerneenaenaanns 10
FGDC Portfolio-Level Progress Towards Meeting GDA NGDA Data Theme Requirements..................... 11
2= Tol 4= o 1U o o S 11
A. Geospatial Data Standards.........c..oiieiiiiie e e 11

B. Nationwide Population of NGDA Datasets......cc.oiuiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e e et e ee e aaas 11

C. Establish Goals That Support the NSDI Strategic Plan..........cc.coviiiiiiiiiiiiie e 12

D. AdAressing USEr NEEAS .. ...iuieiittie et e e e e e et e e e e e et e et e eaeeneeaeeneeneenaanaeans 12
ApPPENdiX A: SUIVEY PICKIIST. .. .ee e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e eens 13
o [0 To 1 =TSP OTUP T UPTPP 14

Land Use - Land Cover Theme — LCANGDA Theme Report FY2022



Introduction

The Geospatial Data Act of 2018 (GDA) was signed into law on October 5, 2018. The GDA was included
as a component of the FAA Reauthorization Act (H.R. 302, P.L. 115-254). The GDAis now in U.S. Code,
Title 43 — Public Lands, Chapter 46: GEOSPATIAL DATA.!

The GDA Section 2805(b)(3)(E)(l) requires annual performance reports to be submitted to the Federal
Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) that document “the activities relating to and implementation of the
National Geospatial Data Asset [NGDA] data theme, including progress in achieving the requirements
under subparagraphs (A), (B), (C), and (D)” of Section 2805(b)(3).

This Lead Covered Agency NGDA Theme Annual Performance Report (LCA NGDA Theme Report) covers
the Fiscal Year 2022 (FY2022), October 1, 2021 through September 30, 2022. The report provides an
update on progress made at the NGDA Portfolio and FGDC agency level in support of meeting GDA
requirements. This is the third annual report which is based on a template and survey to facilitate
consistencyacross the FGDC NGDA Themes. As per the GDA, asummaryand evaluation of the progress
to achieve the requirements will be generated by FGDC and will be provided to the National Geospatial
Advisory Committee (NGAC) for comment. The FGDC summary is required to include a rating for each
responsibility of "meets expectations," "made progress toward expectations," or "fails to meet
expectations." These ratings are includedin this report and are used to generate part of the annual
FGDC Summary Report. The summary report along with NGAC comments are included in the biennial
FGDC Reportto Congress. This and other required reports and information are available online via the
FGDC GDA pages.?2

The FY2022 LCANGDA Theme annual report continues to use the GDA definition for NGDA data theme
as the foundation for reporting compliance for the data within the theme. From the GDA definitions,
NGDA data theme “means the NGDA core geospatial datasets (including electronic records and
coordinates) relating to a topic or subject designated under Section 2805.”

Executive Summary

This third annual FGDC NGDA Theme report provides insights into cross-cutting FGDC portfolio-level
activities and theme-specific agency-level activities that will document progress in meeting GDA
requirements.

At the theme level, this report provides updates to summaries and information for ongoing processes,
procedures, and actions within agencies that manage NGDA datasets, that were provided in previous
annual reports.

At the portfolio level, this report highlights continued efforts across the FGDC agencies andthe NGDA
themes to evaluate the requirements of the GDAin the context of the goals and objectives of the NSDI
Strategic Plan.? Basedonan emerging cross-agency understanding of these requirements, the FGDC
NGDA Theme community is undertaking efforts to establish governance processes that build on
accomplishments, provide value and ensure efficiency. The NGDA Theme Leads established a working
group to develop a single NGDA Theme Strategic Plantemplate that can be tailored to eachtheme with
goals and objectives that are cross walked with all GDA requirements and the NSDI Strategic Plan. The
aim of the adopted plan template is to provide flexibility, allowing agencies who manage NGDA data, to
identify actions and accomplishments that align with the established goals, objectives, and anticipated
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outcomes, yet are sensitive to technological, economic, and organizational constraints and opportunities
of the agencies managing NGDA data. The FGDC teamalso plans to incorporate a simple approach for
annual reporting on implementation plans and status of the identified actions.

The efforts documented in this report reflect that all FGDC NGDA Themes are making progress towards
meeting GDA requirements.

Official Theme Related Information

As per the OMB Circular A-16 Supplemental Guidance (A-16 Guidance), official theme related
information includes designated points of contact for NGDA Portfolio management, including Theme
Leads and Executive Champions, and the official list of NGDA datasets. As further describedin the
sections below, this information is maintained on the GeoPlatform NGDA Portfolio Community? site.

NG DA Theme Points of Contact

Reference: USC 43 Sec 2805(b)(3)(E)(i)

Section 2805(b)(3)(E)(i) requires lead covered agencies to “designate a point of contact within the lead
covered agency who shall be responsible for developing, maintaining, coordination relating to, and
disseminating data using the GeoPlatform” as part of administering the NGDA theme.

In accordance with the A-16 Guidance, NGDA theme personnel play an ongoing, vitalrole in the
operation and maintenance of a theme. They are individuals who provide interdepartmental leadership
and coordination atthe NGDA theme level and work with NGDA dataset managers tofacilitate, among
other things, portfolio development including activities associated with standards and guidance.

Traditionally, these roles have been coordinated through lead covered agencies withthe FGDC Office of
the Secretariat andthe NGDA theme lead assuming a majority of NGDA theme responsibilities.
Transitioning to meet specific GDA responsibilities provides opportunities for lead covered agencies to
designate specific points of contact to coordinate an expanding portfolio of datasets across the NGDA
theme and for greater dissemination of data through the GeoPlatform.

Theme and agency points of contact provided in Table 1 below are maintained to meet requirements
from the A-16 Supplemental Guidance Roles and Responsibilities.® This information is kept up-to-date in
the NGDA Portfolio Community. From the NGDA Portfolio Community page, the NGDA Theme Leads and
NGDA Theme Executive Champions lists are found under the NGDA Portfolio drop down menu.

| Land Use - Land Cover Theme Contacts

Jim Ellenwood, U.S. Department of Agriculture, U.S. Forest Service
TerrySohl, U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Geological Survey
Ron Sequeira, U.S. Department of Agriculture

David Carter, U.S. Department of the Interior

Table 1. Theme and Lead Covered Agency Points of Contact Involved in Theme Management.

Theme Lead(s):

Executive Theme Champion(s):
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N GDA Theme Datasets

The NGDA datasets and the agencies listed in Table 2 are provided as the official list of NGDA that
currently populate the Land Use - Land Cover Theme. If the theme includes NGDA datasets managed by
non-covered agencies, theyare shown in bold. Support for GDA requirements by these non-covered
agencies is very important to the success of the themes. The official list of NGDA Portfolio Datasets is
maintained on the GeoPlatform in the NGDA Portfolio Community under the NGDA Portfolio drop down
menu. Each NGDA dataset also has a unique value assigned, calledan NGDAID, that allows the dataset
to be tracked throughout its lifecycle.

NGDAID Land Use- Land Cover Theme NGDA Datasets | Agency

107 Coastal Change Analysis Program (C-CAP) High U.S. Department of Commerce,
Resolution Land Cover and Change Data National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration
108 Coastal Change Analysis Program (C-CAP) U.S. Department of Commerce,
Regional Land Cover Data and Change Data National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration
109 CropScape - Cropland Data Layer U.S. Department of Agriculture,
National Agricultural Statistics Service
110 Forest Inventory and Analysis Database U.S. Department of Agriculture,
U.S. Forest Service
111 LANDFIRE Environmental Site Potential U.S. Department of Agriculture,
U.S. Forest Service
112 LANDFIRE Existing Vegetation Cover U.S. Department of Agriculture,
U.S. Forest Service
113 LANDFIRE Fire Regime Groups U.S. Department of Agriculture,
U.S. Forest Service
116 Monitor Trends in Burn Severity Conterminous U.S. Department of Agriculture,
United States (Map Service) U.S. Forest Service
117 National Land Cover Dataset (NLCD) 2016 Land U.S. Department of the Interior,
Cover Products U.S. Geological Survey
118 National Land Cover Dataset (NLCD) 2016 U.S. Department of the Interior,
Impervious Products U.S. Geological Survey
119 NLCD 2011-2016 Tree Canopy Cover Change U.S. Department of the Interior,
CONUS (Image Service) U.S. Geological Survey
120 North American Land Change Monitoring U.S. Department of the Interior,
System (NALCMS) Collection U.S. Geological Survey
192 LANDFIRE Forest Canopy Cover U.S. Department of Agriculture,
U.S. Forest Service

Table 2. NGDA Theme Datasets.
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Meeting General Responsibilities — USC 43 Sec 2805(b)(2)
Reference: USC 43 Sec 2805(b)(2)

Howis the Lead Covered Agency(ies) participatingin ensuring the coordinated managementofthe
Theme? (Select all that apply - see Appendix A for the complete list of optional responses)

Agency has published a geospatial strategy as required by the GDA

Theme Executive Champion(s) attend NGDA Theme Community Meetings

Theme Lead(s) attend NGDA Theme Community Meetings

Theme Lead(s) participate in GDA Working Group meetings

Theme Leads(s) review the outcomes from GDA Working Group meetings and provide feedback
on approaches for GDA compliance

Theme Lead(s) coordinate GDA compliance activities with Theme personnel

Theme Lead(s) communicate new and ongoing Portfolio Management activities and priorities
with Dataset Managers inthe Theme

Managing Theme-Related Content on GeoPlatform

During FY2022, the GeoPlatform transitioned from WordPress to Esri ArcGIS Hub sites to house and
manage Theme related content. Theme Community Hub sites are a work in progress, allowing Themes
to publicly display information from a variety of sources.
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Land Use - Land Cover Theme Progress Towards Meeting Requirements

Background

This section provides Theme-related updates to information provided in previous annual reports and
designates the Lead Covered Agency self-assessment for each of the four GDANGDA Data Theme
Requirements.

A. Geospatial Data Standards
The following table describes the GDA requirements for Section 2805(b)(3)(A) pertaining to geospatial
data standards, andthe Lead Covered Agency’s self-assessment for meeting those requirements.

GDARequirement USC 43 Sec 2805(b)(3)(A) — Provide leadership and facilitate the development
and implementation of geospatial data standards for the National Geospatial
Data Asset data theme, with a particular emphasis on a data content standard
for the National Geospatial Data Asset data theme, including by—

i. assessing existing standards;
ii. identifying anticipated or needed data standards; and
iii. developing a plan to originate and implement needed standards with
relevant community and international practices —
I. inaccordance with Office of Management and Budget Circular A— 119, or
any successor thereto; and
Il. consistent with or as a part of the plan described in subparagraph (B);

Lead Covered Agency

Self-Assessment Made Progress Toward Expectations

FGDC Agency Efforts to Support NGDA Data Standards

This section provides summary updates on NGDA Theme agency-level activities and efforts to support
standards for the NGDA portfolio datasets.

Brief Summary

The following is a brief update and description of FY2022 actions, progress, and accomplishments
regarding activities that address Section 2805(b)(3)(A). (Limit 5,000 characters, or approximately 1.5
pages)

Clarifying Text: Summary includes agency, sub-agency, or bureau-level progress and accomplishments

associated with any new key activities, and those highlighted last year, including citations and resource
links as necessary. Key activities cover any of the data within the Theme and include:

v" development, maintenance, modification, or establishment of standards
v" work that supports standards
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As with last year’s report, this also includes involvement in and accomplishments of groups in support of
NGDA data standards, such as:

v" FGDC subcommittees and working groups

v' Agency working groups and partner efforts

v' National and international voluntary consensus standards bodies
v International geospatial organizations supporting standards

v Other activities that support standards

NASS/CDL - CroplandCROS was commissioned Oct 1, 2022 while CropScape was decommissioned.
CroplandCROS URL s https://croplandcros.scinet.usda.gov/. NASSCDL metadata is available and
discoverable via data.gov. All CDL metadata is available for viewing/download
[https://www.nass.usda.gov/Research and Science/Cropland/metadata/meta.php]. The metadatais
compliant with FGDC-STD-001-1998. There are 900+ metadata records that need updating/converting
to new 1SO standards. Training organized by USDA/OCIO s scheduled in 2023 for developing CDLISO
compliant metadata standards for Geoplatformingestion. Additionally, working with USDA/OCIOto
update Cropland Data Layer records in Data.gov.

Landfire is working on products towardthe NVC standard (USNVC Standard - FGDC 2008). More
information on this work can be accessedat > https://landfire.gov/nvc.php. LANDFIRE metadata for the
5 NGDAand all LANDFIRE DATA LAYERS s available and discoverable through ONE GENERAL metadata
record on data.gov: https://catalog.data.gov/dataset/landfire-2016-remap-general-metadata-record.
LANDFIRE in partnership with GAP has aligned production work toward the mapping of the NVC
standard (USNVC Standard - FGDC 2008) and supporting the FGDC Vegetation Subcommittee in this first
nationwide mapping work (independently/cross-walked) in the LANDFIRE 2016 Remap project.
Metadata records for each individual data layer are not currently on Data.gov. These were taken down
in fall of 2022 by Data.gov, awaiting PID assignments for these data from USGS-EROS LANDFIRE Team.
Effort is underway to assign PIDSandto upload to Science Catalog where they will be harvested by
Data.gov. Estimated completion date for this is 6 weeks. Importantly, LANDFIRE products meet NWCG
standards and metadata is compliant with FGDC-STD-001-1998. LANDFIRE meets content Standard for
Digital Geospatial Metadata (CSDGM) or its extensions for biological data (Biological Data Profile).
LANDFIRE in partnership with GAP has aligned production work toward the mapping of the NVC
standard (USNVC Standard - FGDC 2008) and supportintg the FGDC Vegetation Subcommittee in this
first nation wide mapping work (independently/crosswalked) in the LANDFIRE 2016 Remap project.

The North Americanland change monitoring system s an international consortium. It follows
international standards for metadata that mostly coincide with the FGDC standards, but not always. As
this activity is not led, directed, or beholden to FGDC guidelines, this is a best effort activity regarding
FGDC guidelines.
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B. Nationwide Population of the Data Theme

The following table describes the GDA requirements for Section 2805(b)(3)(B) pertaining to a plan for
nationwide population of the data theme, and the Lead Covered Agency’s self-assessment for meeting
those requirements.

GDA Requirement USC 43 Sec 2805(b)(3)(B)— provide leadership and facilitate the
development and implementation of a plan for nationwide population of
the National Geospatial Data Asset data theme, which shall—

(i) include developing partnership programs with States, Indiantribes,
institutions of higher education, private sector entities, other Federal
agencies, and local governments;

(ii) meet the needs of users of geospatial data;

(iii) address human and financial resource needs;

(iv) identify needs relating to standards, metadata for geospatial data
within the National Geospatial Data Asset data theme, andthe
GeoPlatform; and

(v) expedite the development of necessary National Geospatial Data Asset
data themes;

Lead Covered Agency

Self-Assessment Made Progress Toward Expectations

FGDC Agency Efforts to Support Plans for Nationwide Population of NGDA Datasets

This section provides summary updates on NGDA Theme agency-level activities and efforts to support
plans for nationwide population of NGDA Datasets.

Brief Summary

The following is a brief update and description of FY2022 actions, progress, and accomplishments
regarding activities that address Section 2805(b)(3)(B). (Limit 5,000 characters, or approximately 1.5
pages)

Clarifying Text: Summary includes agency, sub-agency, or bureau-level progress and accomplishments
associated with any new key activities, and those highlighted last year, including citations and resource
links as necessary. Key activities that support nationwide population of NGDA datasets withinthe
Theme include:

v’ existing or planned partnership programs with a wide range of stakeholders supporting NGDA
datasets withinthe Theme

v processes, or plans for processes, in place to meet the needs of users. Note that Section D of
this report also covers efforts to collect and analyze user needs and incorporation of those
needs into agencystrategies.

v existing or planned program and data management plans in place that address humanand
financial resource needs

v processes, or plans for processes, in place to identify needs relatedto standards

v any other processes in place that support nationwide population of datasets (e.g., data quality
control processes that cover data collected by external stakeholders)
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NOAA'’s Office for Coastal (OCM) has been working to provide updated land cover data for the coastal
areas of the United States. This workincludes both a 2021 update to our Regional Land Cover product
line (slated to be releasedin 2023) as well as a vast expansion of the High Resolution (1-meter) C-CAP
Land Cover products available. In particular we will be releasing 1-meter impervious, canopy, and water
data for all coastal areas of the CONUS, the entire state of Alaska, and will be updating a full land cover
in Hawaii, American Samoa, Puerto Rico, and the US Virgin Islands (alsoslated to be releasedin 2023).

NASS's 2021 Cropland Data Layer was published on February 14, 2022 on CroplandCROS, CropScape,
NRCS Data Gateway, and NASS website. The 2022 CDLis scheduled for release in early February 2023.
Accompanying metadata records are published in

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Research _and Science/Cropland/metadata/meta.php.

Landfire NGDA lists only four NGDA datasets under Land Use Theme and One under Biodiversity, but
Landfire has many times this many datasets with complete metadata. Data are available or accessible in
multiple way. More information on this is available at this site > https://landfire.gov/getdata.php.
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C. Establish Goals That Support the NSDI Strategic Plan

The following table describes the GDA requirements for Section 2805(b)(3)(C) pertaining to establishing
goals that support the NSDI Strategic Plan, and the Lead Covered Agency’s self-assessment for meeting
those requirements.

GDA Requirement USC 43 Sec 2805(b)(3)(C) — establish goals that support the strategic plan
for the National Spatial Data Infrastructure prepared under section 2804(c);

Lead Covered Agency

Self-Assessment Made Progress Toward Expectations

References: NSDI Strategic Plan 2021-2024

FGDC Agency Efforts to Support Establishing Goals That Supportthe NSDI Strategic Plan

This section provides summary updates on NGDA Theme agency-level activities and efforts to support
establishing goals that support the NSDI Strategic Plan.

Brief Summary

The following is a brief update and description of FY2022 actions, progress, and accomplishments
regarding activities that address Section 2805(b)(3)(C). (Limit 5,000 characters, or approximately 1.5
pages)

Clarifying Text: Summary includes agency, sub-agency, or bureau-level progress and accomplishments
associated with any new key activities, and those highlighted last year, including citations and resource
links as necessary, that support that support the NSDI Strategic Plan and the NGDA datasets withinthe
theme.

NASS CDL metadata is available and discoverable via data.gov. All CDL metadata is available for
viewing/download @

[https://www.nass.usda.gov/Research and Science/Cropland/metadata/meta.php]. The metadatais
compliant with FGDC-STD-001-1998. There are 900+ metadata records that need updating/converting to
new ISO standards. Training organized by USDA/OCIO s scheduled in 2023 for developing CDLISO
compliant metadata standards for GeoPlatformingestion.

Landfire datasets spanacross multiple NGDA Themes such as the National Terrestrial Ecosystems
dataset. Inthe 2016 Remap products that were produced on Exisiting Vegetation Type, Cover, and
Height (EVT, EVC, & EVH) LANDFIRE incorporated mapping of the U. S. Vegetation Classification towork
toward mapping products to this USNVC Standard (FGDC 2008). Plan was to map this classification
independently from the current Ecological Systems classificationthat has been used in LANDFIRE. Some
of the mapping was done independently however, some were cross-walked from ES to NVC. The goal
within the LANDFIRE Program s to map vegetation products to this NVC standard and have all products
built off of or relatedto these vegetation products at the group / macrogroup level of the NVC heirachy.
LANDFIRE is working to better understand disturbance data comparing LANDFIRE disturbance work to
LCMAP and LCMS with the goal toward developing a unified approach.
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D. Addressing User Needs
The following table describes the GDA requirements for Section 2805(b)(3)(D) pertaining to addressing
user needs, and the Lead Covered Agency’s self-assessment for meeting those requirements.

GDA Requirement USC 43 Sec 2805(b)(3)(D) — as necessary, collect and analyze information
from users of geospatial data withinthe National Geospatial Data Asset
data theme regarding the needs of the users for geospatial dataand
incorporate the needs of users in strategies relating tothe National
Geospatial Data Asset data theme;

Lead Covered Agency

Self-Assessment Made Progress Toward Expectations

FGDC Agency Efforts to Support Addressing User Needs

This section provides summary updates on NGDA Theme agency-level activities and efforts to support
addressing user needs.

Brief Summary
The following is a brief update and description of FY2022 actions, progress, and accomplishments
regarding activities that address Section 2805(b)(3)(D). (Limit 5,000 characters, or approximately 1.5

pages)

Clarifying Text: Summary includes agency, sub-agency, or bureau-level progress and accomplishments
associated withany new key activities, and those highlighted last year, including citations and resource
links as necessary. Key activities that support incorporating user needs into strategies relatedtothe
NGDA datasets within the Theme include, processes that as necessary:

v collect and analyze the needs of users
v incorporate those needs of users into strategies relating tothe NGDA datasets

CDL- Regularly collects stakeholder feedback from CDLweb portals and NASS Public Affairs Office. No
comments, feedback, or requests for NGDA strategies were collected or provided from customer
stakeholders.

CCAP - NOAA’s Office for Coastal (OCM) has been coordinating our mapping efforts nationally (through
groups like NSGIC and NACo) and directly with several states or regional groups in order to coordinate
on their needs compared to what is being mapped within our Coastal Change Analysis Program (C-CAP)
products. In severalinstances we have enteredin agreements, or are currently discussing the possibility
of agreements, withthose statesinorder to share the cost of data development, increase the detail
relatedto the number of land cover feature types mapped, or to extend the area of coverage past
NOAA’s coastal mapping extent.

LANDFIRE products meet some but not all of the National Geospatial Data Asset data themes [USC 43
Sec 2805(b)(3)(B)]. Per statement above, USGS-ERQS is working toassign PIDSto all its metadata sothat
the metadata canbe uploaded to Science Catalog, then harvested from this site to Data.gov, and then
linked the GeoPlatform. This is hundreds of records, and these all need to be on Data.govand
GeoPlatform.
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FGDC Portfolio-Level Progress Towards Meeting GDA NGDA Data Theme
Requirements

Background

This section highlights the actions that reflect FGDC Portfolio-level progress towards meeting GDA
requirements.

Since the passage of the GDA, FGDC agencies andthe Theme Leads have continued to evaluate options
to consistently document progress and streamline reporting. Development of a NGDA Theme Strategic
Plan template, based on anexisting strategic plan developed for the Transportation Theme, is
underway. The template will provide a consistent framework for agencies to develop goals, objectives,
and actions that directly align with GDA requirements. Theme annual reports will highlight agency
actions and accomplishments associated with the strategic planin support of standards, nationwide
population of NGDA datasets, strategic planning that aligns with the NSDI Strategic Plan, and meeting
user needs. Additional details for each of the four GDANGDA Data Theme Requirements are included
below.

A. Geospatial Data Standards

To ensure continuity of standards development including maintenance and implementation of existing
standards, the FGDC Steering Committee approved the following Position Statement on Standards on
December 17, 2021:

The Geospatial Data Act of 2018 (GDA) establishes the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC)
as the lead entity in the executive branch of government for the development, implementation, and
review of policies, practices, and standards relating to geospatial data. The GDA describes
responsibilities related to geospatial standards for the FGDC and the agencies covered by the law
(covered agencies). These responsibilities are reinforced by Office of Management and Budget
Circular A-16 and OMB Circular A-119 (development and use of voluntary consensus standards). In
the near future, FGDC will reestablish and resource a sustainable standards process, including
implementing supporting governance requirements, updating and improving legacy processes, and
validating standards for use as required under the GDA. Agencies should continue, to the extent
possible in lieu of an active standards process, to develop, review, update, and achieve compliance
with existing and pending standards, and become members of the appropriate FGDC standards
body when active.

The NGDA Theme Strategic Plan template will include information that supports Theme related
standards and support for the FGDC standards process toensure overall continuity in standards across
all NGDAThemes.

B. Nationwide Population of NGDA Datasets

This section of the GDA calls on the FGDC agencies to, “provide leadership and facilitate the
development and implementation of a plan for nationwide population of the National Geospatial Data
Asset datatheme.” FGDC agencies manage NGDA core datasets and other geospatial data to meet
mission requirements and to address priority needs of the agencyand the nation. The strategic plan

Land Use - Land Cover Theme — LCANGDA Theme Report FY2022 11



template will incorporate ongoing agency efforts to establish partnerships, conduct requirements and
user needs analysis, identify options for appropriate human and financial resourcing, and identify needs
relating to standards for NGDA datasets in support of nationwide population of priority geospatial
datasets.

In accordance with the GDA definition of NGDA data theme, the NGDA Theme Strategic Plan template
being developed will allow theme plans to focus on nationwide population of the core datasets within
the theme and allow agencies to document, provide citations to, and report on efforts that facilitate
meeting this requirement.

C. Establish Goals That Support the NSDI Strategic Plan

The FGDC and the geospatial community have partneredfor decades in building the National Spatial
Data Infrastructure. Much has been accomplished and exploitation of the internet, combined with
advances in technology and availability of mobile devices, have increased public awareness that
everything happens somewhere. Having geospatial data and information available at people’s fingertips
has become an expectation for most users. The vision of the NSDI Strategic Plan 2021-2024 of a “geo-
enabled Nation and world for place-based decision making” provides a platform for partnerships that
help ensure required datais the best possible data. FGDC has adopted as its missionto enable a
“national network of geospatial resources that seamlesslyintegrate location-based informationto serve
the needs of the Nation and wider global interests.”

The NGDA Theme Strategic Plantemplate being developed will allow agencies toidentify actions and
accomplishments that align with mission requirements and support implementation of the NSDI
Strategic Planand its goals and objectives. For the NGDA portfolio, the NSDI Strategic Plan objectives
include efforts to: 1) streamline portfolio management practices and establish standards for NGDA
themes and associated datasets, 2) develop common approaches to implement data acquisition and
lifecycle management strategies, 3) advance the practice of integrating government and
nongovernment data into national datasets, as necessaryand4) ensure that geospatial and other
meaningful data can be easily integrated and used.

D. Addressing User Needs

The NGDATheme Strategic Plantemplate will allow FGDC agencies to identify efforts to understand the
needs of users and incorporate those needs into strategies relating tothe NGDA datasets and themes.
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Appendix A: Survey Picklist

This appendix provides the full set of available choices presented for the Meeting General
Responsibilities — USC Sec.2805(b)(2) question.

How is the Lead Covered Agency(ies) participatingin ensuring the coordinated managementofthe
Theme? (Select all thatapply)

e Agency has published a geospatial strategyas required by the GDA

e No participation in ensuring coordinated management of the Theme

e Theme Executive Champion(s) attend NGDA Theme Community Meetings

e Theme Lead(s)attend NGDA Theme Community Meetings

e Theme Lead(s) participate in GDA Working Group meetings

e Theme Leads(s) review the outcomes from GDA Working Group meetings and provide feedback
on approaches for GDA compliance

e Theme Lead(s) coordinate GDA compliance activities with Theme personnel

e Theme Lead(s) communicate new and ongoing Portfolio Management activities and priorities
with Dataset Managers inthe Theme

e Steering Committee members coordinate with the Theme

e Other [Textbox provided]
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Endnotes

1 U.S. Code, Title 43 — PublicLands, Chapter 46: GEOSPATIAL DATA
https://www.fgdc.gov/gda/43-usc-ch-46-ge ospatial-data-geospatial-data-act.pdf

2 FGDC GDA Information:
https://fgdc.gov/gda

3 NSDI Strategic Plan:
https://www.fgdc.gov/nsdi-plan

4 NGDA Portfolio Community Site:
https://ngda-portfolio-community-geoplatform.hub.arcgis.com/pages/portfolio

> OMB A-16 Supplemental Guidance Roles and Responsibilities:
https://fgdc.gov/policyandplanning/a-16/key-roles-and-responsibilities-al 6-supplemental.pdf
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